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At the YMCA of Greater New York Camp
Greenkill, school and retreat groups are immersed
in a harmonic blend of social and academic 
education. This classroom is 1,100 acres of woods,
lakes, streams and fields filled with a wide variety
of flora and fauna. Our philosophy is that people
must increase their knowledge of the natural 
sciences firsthand in order to build a greater
appreciation of their environment and understand
the impact humans have on it. 

The new lodge at Camp Greenkill will provide
year-round accommodations and program space
for up to 44 guests, including sleeping rooms, a
service kitchen and multiple indoor and outdoor
lounge and meeting spaces. The 5,700 square-foot
Lodge will incorporate various green design
measures, including a small green roof, radiant
slab heating, geothermal heat pump system, slag
concrete, highly-efficient mechanical equipment
and LED lighting. These green features will be
displayed to all camp guests through an integrated
educational curriculum and building information
system. The building is targeted to receive a Silver
LEED certification. 

The Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design (LEED) Green Building Rating System™ 
is the nationally accepted benchmark for the

design, construction, and operation of high 
performance green buildings. LEED gives building
owners and operators the tools they need to have
an immediate and measurable impact on their
buildings’ performance. 

LEED promotes a whole building approach to
sustainability by recognizing performance in five
key areas of human and environmental health,
sustainable site development, water savings, 
energy efficiency, materials selection, and indoor
environmental quality.

A New Resource in the
1,100-Acre Classroom

...green design measures, including a
small green roof, radiant slab heating,

geothermal heat pump system, slag 
concrete, highly-efficient mechanical

equipment and LED lighting.
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Come to Camp Greenkill
December 2007! 

Ages 6-15
Thursday, December 27, 2007 to

Tuesday, January 1, 2008

Turn your winter break into a great 
memory - look what’s waiting for you...

Indoor Rock Climbing
Snow Football

Winter Wildlife
Talent Show
Ice Fishing

Cross-Country Skiing
Tubing

Snowshoeing
Campfire & S'mores

Arts & crafts
Indoor Sports

...and much more

Weekend Festival for
Adults & Families

Friday, February 15 to Monday,
February 18, 2008 (Presidents’ Weekend)

You can be toasty warm  in our year-
round heated lodges – all with wood
burning fireplaces – or venture out to
participate in some of the fun activities
we’ll have planned: guided hikes, survival
skills, ice fishing, tubing, “capture the flag,”
cross country skiing and nature walks.

If you prefer the indoors, there might
be dance lessons, yoga/pilates, arts & crafts,
natural cooking classes, “Paris in Winter”
themed dance, book discussions, and more!

The sports center is open throughout
the weekend with volleyball, basketball,
dodgeball, hockey, rock climbing and a
fitness room.

Register on our website and see full
details coming soon!

Jini Sachse of Purchase, New York has 
volunteered her time and effort to 
benefit the YMCA Camping Services
branch through her work with The
Children’s Hope Chest. As a founding
member of the Children’s Hope Chest
board of directors, Jini has spearheaded
their Hope for the Summer program for
the past two summers. This program
solicits volunteer donors to purchase
essential camp supplies items such as
sleeping bags, towels, rain ponchos and
toiletries for the children that attend 

resident camps McAlister and Talcott.
Jini personally asked her friends and
neighbors to get involved in this effort
to get deserving campers what they
need for a successful camp experience.
Last year she collected donations from
over 214 volunteers which meant many
thousands of dollars worth of new 
supplies for YMCA children. These
“camp bags” filled her home and then
many vans before making it into the
hands of kids in need. Jini continues to
tell the story of YMCA camps and the

kids who need our services. Thank you
to Jini for really making a difference in
the lives of so many kids!

Jini Sachse:
Adult Volunteer of the Year 

Jini Sachse of The Children’s Hope Chest.

Don't Wait for Summer!
Winter Camp – 12/27/07 to 1/1/08
& Family Weekend – 2/15 to 2/18/08



$25,000+
SCOPE 
Roger M. Vasey

$10,000-$24,999
The Heckscher Foundation for Children 
Yorkville Community Center 

$5,000-$9,999
Dorothy Doughty 
Jewish Communal Fund 
Orion & Global Chartering Co. Inc. 
Varnum-DeRose Charitable Trust 

$2,500-$4,999 
Garden Homes Development 
Patricia Hubbard 
John C. Nystrom 
Ingrid Rockefeller Kirkland 
David Rockefeller 
Steven Rockefeller 
Kevin Shermach 
State of New York 
Arthur Taylor 
The Philanthropic Collaborative 
Tina Thomas 
U.S. Trust 
Lucy R. Waletzky 

$1,000-$2,499 
Zachary Carter 
Frances & Benjamin Benenson 
Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies 
Marcia Gowen 
Loews Foundation 
Michael Morocco 
New York State YMCA Funds, Inc. (Nash) 
Chris Poleway 
Robert W. Johnson IV Charitable Trust 
Rockefeller Matching Gift Center 
Kent Sampson 
Sharon L. Stein 
The Chisholm Foundation 
Tres Chic Furs, Ltd. 
John C. Van Ingen 
Elizabeth L. Ward 

$100-$999 
Fred von Mechow 

Monica Adames-Robinson 
Margaret Alter 
Alternative Chiropractic PC 
American Express 
Alan Appelbaun 
AHRC 
Roseanne Backstedt 
Simone Backstedt 
Cleo Barry 
Dorothy Barth 
Monica Bermiss 
Berthiaume’s/Neversink Lumber 
John Best 
Mildred Bishop 
Barbara Blackman-Betegon 
Neal and Elizabeth Bronzo 
Diane Campbell 
Carl Jacobs Foundation 
Rosario Carmona-Mondesire 

Korean UMC Central 
Mary Colway 
Cynthia R. Conti 
Maria Contreras-Collier 
Louis & Rosemary Cordasco 
Norma T. Dana 
Virginia Dean 
Brendan & Debra Deery 
Emily Eldridge 
Robin Farr 
William Frost 
Galligan Construction 
Paula Gavin 
Harold Glackin 
Marcia Glackin 
Gail Goetz 
Gray Parker Funeral Home 
Thelma Greaves 
Paul Greenberg 
Brian Hargous 
Tracey Hastings 
Ruth C. Haupert 
Bekah E. Havens 
Joshua R. Heitler 
Steve Henry 
Edwin & Anitra Hittig 
Celia Honohan 
Gregory Hughes 
Viviana Irun 
Jeanne Sigler & Associates 
Joe’s Coffee Shop 
Scott D. Johnson 
David Junkin 
Timothy J. Kelly 
Ekkhard Kemmann 
Debra Keneally 
George E. Kruger 
Robert T. Lassonde 
Linda Lauffer 
Michael Lavyne 
Ronald Lawson 
Lisa A. Luckey 
Magic Professor Magic Show 
Joseph Mazzariello 
Marianne Meagher 
Laurie C. Merrill 
Alan Mogridge 
Iris Montalvo 
Leona S. Morgan 
John Morrison 
Jim & Marian Nangle 
Susan & Tom Nangle 
Kenneth R. Natori 
Michelle Neugebauer 
Bertha Neumann 
Mike & Rachel O’Brien 
Marjorie Oppman 
Donald & Esther R. Parker 
Pepsi-Cola Bottling Group 
Rodney Plaskett 
Christina & Leo Pujdak 
James Ranich 
Ann Riccobene 
Lily Richardson 
Joe Ryan 
Peter & Jini Sachse 

Chris Scheuer 
Sybil Sidelman 
Robert H. Silver 
John & Pam Snowden 
Mary Spivey 
Jeff & Valerie Sprague 
Barbara Spun 
Stark Carpet Corporation 
Susan Stockdale 
Strachan & Vivian Donnelly Foundation 
Margaret E. Subhas 
The Center for the Martial Arts 
The Pepsi Bottling Group Foundation 
John C. Thornton 
Mark Tobin 
Loretta T. Trapani 
Frederic Turbee 
Unilever United States Foundation 
Emily N. Van Ingen 
Judy Van Raalte 
Elaine & John Ventola 
Loretta Zannis 
Kerry Zorn 

$1-$99 
Robert Abbott 
Roger and Mary Abramson 
Anne Altshuler 
Jennifer Anderson 
Edna Androvette 
Anonymous 
Deirdre Armitage 
Paul Austin 
Hye Bae 
Jacqueline Baez 
Jeneba Bangura 
Julia Bardales 
Basket Case 
Susan Bauman 
Bell of Maine 
Cynthia Belt 
Marguerite Belyea 
Frank Benenati 
Carol Bishun 
Stephanie Bough 
Mania Boyder 
George Bramwell 
Paul Bronzo 
Antoinette Brown 
Michelle Brown 
Penny Bruso 
Kerri-Ann Bryan 
Nancy Burdeau 
Bruce and Susan Burger 
Jennifer Caiafa 
Nicole Calore 
Denise Canniff 
Clarissa Carabello 
Laura A. Carey 
Leon J. Carlson 
Alain Catteau 
Chenango Bird Club 
Joy C. Chiu 
Noemi Cintron 
Maritza Claudio 
Allison Cleveland 
Lisa Clune 

2006 Annual Support Donors
Camping Services



Nilda Colgan 
Jeffrey Conklin 
Charles Conkling 
Denise Cooper 
Luis Cortez 
Melissa Coss 
Ein Cox 
Maura Coyne 
Creative Depot 
Margaret Croutier 
Caridad Cruz 
Martin D’Amico 
Lisa Daley 
Cecile De Jongh 
Christina M. Decesare 
Melody Delgado 
Alex Dembitzer 
Roy DeLuca 
Veleska DeSouza 
Constante Diane 
Monique Domínguez 
Karen Douglas 
Deborah Edel 
Sandy Everett 
Anthony Felix 
Wendy Fichthorn 
The Fitzgerald Family 
Joan Frawley 
Fayne Frey 
Jesse Fruchter 
Brenda Fuller 
Zach & Kellen Furness 
Dymphna Gallagher 
Guy Garandeau 
Floralba Garcia 
Maria Garcia 
Charles & Renee Gebeke 
Jonathan S. Gibbs 
Mett Gilliam 
Sharon I. Goble 
Golden Eagle Bird Club 
Wilvena Gordon 
Esther M. Graves 
Kenneth Grossman 
Mirta Guarino 
Marsha S. Guzewich 
Lillian Gwyn 
Paul Hanak 
James Hannigan 
Joshua Hapner 
Ruth Hargous 
Byron Harrington 
Karen Hassen 
George & Florence Heitler 
Richard Heitler 
Anne G. Henningfeld 
Jennifer Hero 
Danine Hodge 
Andrea Hopkins 
Yamina Hupka 
Barbara Intravaia 
Elizabeth Janssen 
Rosie Jáuregui 
Carmen Jirau-Rivera 
Emily Johnston 
Megion Jones Pryce 
Monica K 
Joel Karasik 
Nicole Kee 
Sharon Kellman 
Angela King 
Suzanne F. Knapp 
Calzin Knight 

Monika Kovacova 
Mike Kreloff 
Josephine Kuhl 
Kristina G. Kurapka 
Charlene Lafever 
Latisha Lanzo 
Henry Lappen 
Tremaine Laracuente 
Fiona M. Larkin 
Brian Lasch 
Robert T. Lassonde 
Edwin Leonard 
Angela Lewis 
Brandi & Bob Lewis 
Lisa Lewis 
Virginia T. Liepa 
Eric Long 
Sheila Lonstein 
Brenda Lou 
Mark Lowery 
Michelle Lugo 
Demetrice Maddox 
Lisa Maher 
Elsie Marino 
Kim Marjenhoff 
Deborah Marks 
Herbert J. Marks 
Blanca Marroquin 
Paul Matovich 
Lucy O. McGuffin 
Rayola M. McLaughlin 
Elena Mellow 
Jennifer Metzger 
Daniel Meyer 
Judith Meyers-Thomas 
Jeffery E. Miller 
Sabrina Mohammed 
Risa Monroe 
Daphne Moody 
Anna Morales 
Luis Moran 
Lucy Morcelo 
Michael Mulligan 
Kathy Nealous 
Karin Nealy 
Brenda Negron 
David H. Nelson 
Maria B. Niculescu 
Elizabeth Nieves 
Anton Nikolaev 
Helen O’Leary 
Lori Ojeda 
Mark Olman 
Katy Ortega 
Sandra Ortiz 
P.S. 40 
Jamie Pantis 
Maureen Pantley 
Vivian Patterson 
Isabel Perez 
Raymond Perry 
Michael Peters 
Mary Jane Piccinich 
Kimberly Pierce 
Bertha Pina 
Melania Plaskota 
Marge Poresky 
Carol J. Potash 
Isis Potter 
Patricia Potter 
Gladys A. Price 
Ruthann Pritchard Calzone 
Heather Quinn 

Randel Inc. Best Name Tape Company 
Isabel Rathbone 
Jayne Raymond 
Truly A. Reaves 
Pamela Reichert-Anderson 
Mrs. Renee 
Christine Rodriguez 
Rosa Rodriguez 
Sandro Rodriguez 
Anna Romano 
Judy Rotondo 
Joan Rowlands 
Carol Roye 
Nancy K. Rudolph 
Deborah Ruffins 
Matthew Russell 
Debbie Rutt 
Kent Sampson 
Kate Sardi 
Tania Sarmiento 
Sauschuck Maintenance & Backhoe 
Marina Sauschuck 
Sherry Scanlon 
Kurt Schilling 
Mark Schilling 
Frank Shanbacker 
Arnold & Dorothy C. Sio 
Dawn Smith 
Michelle Smith 
Andrew R. Snyder 
Elba Sosa 
Patricia Soto 
Chris Southard 
Yolanda Stanislas 
Peter A. Starmer 
Karen L. Stone 
Kim Swan 
Joshua A. Teeter 
Danielle N. Thomas 
Glenda Thomas 
David R. Thompson 
Peter C. Thorp 
Mario Torricella 
Loretta T. Trapani 
Catherine Uhrig 
Betsy A. Ukeritis 
Jessen Vasquez 
Joyce Vaughn 
Nereida Viera 
Daniel J. Volpe 
Eric J. Vonwettberg 
Jo Ann Walczak 
Sonia Walkes 
Westex 
John R. Westfall 
Donal A. Windsor 
Lisa Winokur 
Marjorie A. Worden 
Eileen M. Wrenn 
John Wright 
Tracy Wright 
Barry Yarwood 
Jin Ye 
Maria Zafra 
Alice Zayas 
Jin Zhu 
Suzanne Zimmerman 
David Zmoda 
Kerry Zorn 
Christopher F. Zusi

We Thank You All For 
Your Generous Support
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by NGTC Director Tony Retrosi

In the upstate New York village of
Huguenot is a gymnastics camp with
a long history of excellence. 

In 1972, USSR’s Olga Corbut was
Olympic Champion and The National
Gymnastics Training Camp at the
YMCA’s camp Greenkill was born.
Campers stayed in rustic cabins at
night and trained under a circus tent
in the sports field during the day.

Thirty five years later the USSR no
longer exists, the USA just won the
World Championships and the
National Gymnastics Training Camp
is bigger and better than ever.

Our campers now stay in beautiful
chalet style cabins and train in a state
of the art sports center, complete with
physical therapy and weight training
rooms, saunas and two custom built
in-ground safety pits. 

I was hired in 1983 as a counselor
and Jr. coach. I was a 16-years old
gymnast and part-time coach at the
YMCA in Cortland, NY.

I was petrified that as a gymnast I
would not be able to keep up and that
as a coach I was in over my head. The
first thing that struck me when I
arrived was the incredible amount of
energy and acceptance. The second
was that I’d be coaching, right next to
coaches who’ve been to the Olympics!

Unlike other gymnastics camps 
that I had attended, every gymnast/
camper, beginner or National team
member, was given expert coaching in
a fun and safe environment. Every
gymnast was encouraged and treated
as an individual. At the end of my
first summer, I relayed those feelings
to then Camp Director and former
Olympian Don Tonry who looked at
me, put his hand on my shoulder and
said, “We are a YMCA, that’s just the
way we do things. The kids ALWAYS
come first.” 

I now own two private gymnastics
clubs in New Hampshire, I’ve been
Director of the National Gymnastics
Training Camp since 1993 and Don’s
words have become our motto. 

In 1994 I recognized that the upkeep
and purchase of new equipment was
becoming a huge financial drain. It
was decided to rent each summer to
ensure the best and safest equipment
for our gymnasts. 

In 2006 a 660 square foot in-ground
training pit was built at the National
Gymnastics Training Camp, allowing
us to teach high level gymnastics in a
safer environment. The spring of 2007
saw the construction of the second
safety pit, maintaining the National
Gymnastics Training Camp as a World
Class facility where gymnasts from
beginners to National Champions can
learn and train. 

We have always believed that any
organization is only as strong as its
staff. And our coaching staff reads
like a “Who’s Who,” including many
Olympians, Olympic and Collegiate
Coaches, club owners and coaches
who have had numerous athletes win
National Championships. Most of our
coaches have been working at our
camp for at least 8 summers. With
such a strong and loyal staff, it is no
wonder that we attract gymnasts from
not only New York Metro area but
from throughout the USA as well as
Europe and the Middle East.

This past summer, a colleague
stopped by camp. He found me in the
gym with Kip Reed (National Team
Coach and Coach at Yale University)
and Jason Watkins (Owner and Head
Coach of Cape Cod Gymnastics,
Massachusetts) working with a group
of beginners on Uneven Bars. During
a slow moment he commented, “Tony
you have coached at National and
International meets, what are you
doing coaching beginners?” All I
could reply was. “We are a YMCA,
that’s just the way we do things. The
kids always come first.” 
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